THE TERRITORIAL AND SLAVERY QUESTION,
Speech of Hon, Thomas L. Clingman,

in Congress. |
Trespay, Jaxvany 22, 1830 |
il
Mr. Cumnvamax said, that the committee was well |
aware that he hud, on yesterday, intimated o par 1
pose 10 diecues the que st ons iuvolved 1 the propos

Mextean territory.  That

gitions relating to 1he
. - sountey s one |

subject was regarded by the whole
of such immeuse importancs, that he :
apology for debating it preveat mi=conception
(said b#), 1 say in advance that | have great cond-
dence 1n the judgment, inteorizy. and patriotism of
the President. 1 further admic, fully, the nght of
the citizens of ench 1o o seitle for themselves
all such domestic questions s that referred 1 10
the message  But who are the people entitl-d so
to decide, us well ax the time and mauner of admis-
sion and boundary ol new States, are in themselves

uestions for the judgment ol Congress, under !l
the circumstances of each case. The terntory of
Lowsiaua, our first foreign acquisition, was re-
tained neatly ton years i that condition before she
was allowed to form w State constitution.  In the
case of Texav—her people beingz composed almost
entirely of citizens of IL:- United Swates, and hav-
ing had a State government of thelr own for ten
yeurk—ehe was adontted at once as a State into
the Union. In the preseat cese, there are consi-
derations of the greatest importance connected di-
rectly ned andirectly with our aotion on this sub-
ject. While adverting to them, as fully as the time
linted by our rules will admit, I ask the atteation
of the Houee,

With reference to this matter, | was p'.ll'rd nt i
disadvantage betore the country, by a publicativn
made some Lime siuce, 1t is x--nrmuy Kuown that
there was, on the Satorduy e vening before the time
for the arsembling ol the House, a prelumnary
meeting or caucus of 1the whig members. 1T
L-rvcvrdusgo of such meetings have usually been

ept private. Conuary, however, to the former
usage in this respect, some individual present far-
nithed to one of the New York papers what pur-
ported to be u report of the proceedings.  This re-
port bﬂlll_.'. I BUINE TEEpE TS authentic, was l:--plr'd
into other prpers.  Tne writer gave very tully the
¥peeches of those persons whose views comncided
with his own; but, though be made a reference to
my position, he did not think proper 1o set out
what | did say, o «s to make that position ut all
voderstood. " It will be remembered by thoss
present on that occssion, that, at the very oulset
ol my remarke, | wated thet | had thet morniog
had a very Inll and (rer conference with the ‘im-
tlemsn trom Georgis, [Mr. Toombs,] who had
moved the resolution; thut there was, in relation
to the whole subyrct embraced in it, as well as
with reference to the mode of action proper to be
adopted by the South, an entire ngreement between
that gentloman wnd myself.  In fuct, that there
waus not, us far us | kpew, uoy dillerence of opimon
between us, exeept us to the cxpediency of making
the issue wt that time, and that thought it prefera-
ble to wwault legi laive action, and stand on the
defensive purely.  This, smong other reasons then
given, mduced mie 1o reguest the withdrawal of
the resclution. It 1s proper thut [ should suy that,
i my isterview that morming with the gentleman
from Georgin, and with his eolleage, [Me. Ste-
shens, ] 1 gave my reasons ut length, tounded chief-
y en my recent observation of the state of public
eentiment in the North, we believing that a colli-
sion was inevitable, and that the sooner it eame on
the better for sl parties; but that to enable us to
mnke our demoustration 1n the most imposing and
successful mode, 1t would be better to await the
orgsmization of the House, | expressed the fear
that 1" we moved without the concurtence, at the
outset, ol & mejoriny of the sonthern members, we
might place ouiselves at u disadvantage before the
public, and prevent our unineg the whole South ia
such acou s of wciion us 1t might be found expe-
dient to adopt.

Looking over the whole grouad, however, [ am
not at all dissatisticd with the course which things
took. There hus been no'such division =t the
South as would be at all likely to impur efficient
action hereafier. From the tope of the Southern
presa, na well as from other indications, it is ob-
vious that the South will, ut an early day, be suf-
ficently united to weure the success of whatever
measures it may be pecessary 1o adopt to protect
ourselves from the aggression menaced by the
North. As to the clection of a Spenker, in the pre-
sent condition of the House and the country, |
have never conmdered 1t of the shghtest moment
to either polivical party, or to either section of the
Union. A Speuker without a majority of the
House would be of 1o ndvantage to the administen-
tion, por could sny mere armogement of commit-
tees materially wileet now the action on the slave
question.

Those, Mr, Chairmun, who have observed my
course heretofore, kuow well that 1 have not
tought to produce agitation on this subject  Six
i;." ago, when 1 first 100k a seat on this iloor,

lieviog that the famous twenty-liest rule !uti
been potien up merely ns a faney matter, which was
productive ouly of ill feeling and irntation between
differcut poctions, | both voted and spoks ngninst
i, and was then regar'-d as responsible 1o & grest
extent for I defewt. | then sinted, during the dis.
cussion, thet if withou! cuuse we kept up a stete of
hoetility between the Norih and the South, until u

el question wivse like that preseated when
lesoutd wes sdmted (for | then saw the Fexas
anuesation in the future), the * greatest possible
mischief might emsue.” | went on also, in the
course ol my argument, to say that slavery could
not be ahobshea in thos Disteict without n dissolo-
tion cfthe Uvion. Two yeurs since, whea it had
become certain we were at the close of the thea
existing war to obtain territogy, | endeavored to
vlace the queslivn on grounds whete the North
might meet ns ; conceding, for the sake of argu-
ment, that the goverument had complete junsdie-
ton over the ternitory. | endeavored to show, that
whale 1t miught be justificd in dividing the territory,
it counld xclude us from the whole, without 'a
palpable viclaion of toe constituti | am sorry
to sy, howr ver, that i ¥ elort, though wellmeant,
did not produce the slightest ctiver upon the nction
of any one geatleman of my own party from the
North. O this side of the House they regularly
voted that the Non wild have the whole of the
i r-u.-r‘. wnd went agninst any cotipromise. | res
gretto be compelled to suy, that instead of show-
ing themeelves in any respect conservative, an |
uscd to connider thrm, the Northern whig mem-
bers proved themeelves, on this the great question,
eminently destrvetive

To those gentlemen from the North who aided
us in ap atiempt to sottle the question 1 sume
mancer ot disgracelal or destractive to us, | ten-
der my thunks.  ln standing by the righte of the
Soutk, they huve shown themselves friends of the
constitution and (ke Union

Sir, the force and e xtent of the present anti-sla-
very meve ment of the North is pot understood by
the South | pul worbin e last few months, | had
supposed that even if Colitornia and New Mesico
should eonmw 1 on fiee Stans, the agitation would
subside, 80 us 1o procuce no further setion, A few
months’ travel in the fntenor of the North has
chang.d mwy opuwwen. Such s now the condition
of publie = ptinwent there, that the making of the
Mexicaf territory all free, in any e, would be
regarded mp an antieslavery tiwmph, and would
accelemate the general mevement agninst us. 1t is
not difficalt w jerveive how that state of publie
reptiment has been produced there.  The oid abo-
lition sovieties buve doge & good deal te poison
the pojular mind. By circolasting an immense
num’r rof inflamanatory pamphlets, filled with all
manner of faleebood and . Jumay sguinst the
South, its institotions, and its men, because there
was bo contradiction in that quarter, they had
created o high degree of pre ndiee aguinst us. As
roon as it became |<n-luhfr that there wounld be an
soquisition of 1erritory, the question at once be-
came a great |-.n|mu-nl rar, and the polincians im-
mod.m’; took the matter 19 hand. With a view
at once of strengthening their position, they seized
upon all this matter which the abolitioa societies
(whose nd both parties courted in the struggle)
hnd furamhed from time 1o ume, and ditfused and
strengthencd it ns much ss possibile, and thereby
crealed an immense smount of hostility to south-
ern institutions.  Everything there contributes to
this movement; candufates are brought ont by the
cancus spstem, and if they lail to take that section-
ol grouwd which is deemed strongest thers, they
ure ot once discarded. The mode of nominating
cardidntes, an well as of conducting the canvass,
is destructive of nnhu{hﬁr independence in the

[

representative.  They not, us gentlemen often
do in the Fouth and West, take ﬂmni Agatnst
the pojular clamor, and sustain themselves by
dirrct appenls to the intelligence and reason of
their comdtituents  Almost the whole of the
Northern press cooperated in movement.
With the exception of the New Vork Herald,
(which, with vs larie cirenlation, published mat-
ter ou both sides,) and u few other liberal papers,
unyfhﬁ favotable 1o the South has been care-
fully ex from the Notthern papers, 1y these
combined eflorte, a degier of feeling wnd premdice
has been gotten niainst the South, which is
most intense (o wll the interior

I was d st winter 1o henr a Nory
nator say, #mt in the town in which he
would exerte great astonishient il it were
that a northern lady would, at the time of ¢
ing of the twe houses, walk up 1o the Capitol with
a Southemn Senator; that | had been taught 1o
consider pottherperes gene ,lu”b. #O CONTwe
sod rufMianly in manner, that » bnd wmd rast
bersell wm sweh n presence. This anecdote, sr,
does not present 100 siropg & pictare of the condi-

trn Se-
Ih‘ ed, 1t

nown
be meet.

tion of sentiment in porbons of the intenior of the
thern sountry. ow far geatlemen on this
are 1o be ) noed 1 their nctlon by such a

wtate of oganion, | lewve them to d ¥

The great principle which the northern
movemest rests, which mm adopted lT n.ost
notthern wggcnu.ud to which all setm
ikely to be driven by the force of the populat cur-

offered no |

rent there, if the question is unsettled till the gext
congressionnl elecuon, 18

this: That the govern-
ment of the nited States must do nothing to sanc-
tion slavery; that 1t must, therefore, exclude it from
the territonies; that itmust abolish it in the District |
of Columbin, forts and arsenals, and wherever it
hes juriedicton.  Some, too, carrying the prinei-
ple 10 its extent, wsist that the coasting slave trade,
nid that between the States, should also be ubo!- |
ished, and that glave lubor should not be tolerated |
in & publie uffice of the United States, such ue cus- |
tom hovses, post ofiives and the hke  As these |
things all obviously rest on the same peneral dog-
ma, it is clear thet the yielding of one or more
points would not check, but would merely aceple-
rate the geners! movement to the end uf the series,
Before thig end wes resche dl. they would probably
nppend, u8 # corollary, the |I-rllm't|;'.r- that the Presi-
dent should not sppoint a elaveholder to office. 1t
i#, #ir, my deliberste judement that, in the present
temper of the public mind at the North, if the terri-
torin] question remains :-lwn ull the next elecuon,
few if any gentlemen will get here from the free
States thut ure not pledged to 1he full extent of the
sholition platform. 1t is, therefore, obvionsly the
interest of all of us to settle this queetion at the pre-
FeDT peEELOD, X
1hat the general principle above stated is at war
with the whole gpint ol the constitution of the
United States, which sanctions slavery in_several
of 1ts provisions, 1 need not argae here,  Taking,
however, a praciical view of the matter in contro-
versy, look for @ moment st the territorial question,
the great issue 1n the struggle. | will do Northern
gentlomen on thus floor the justice to edmit that
they have argued themselves into the belief that
they are nght in claiming the wnole of the terri-
tory tor free soil.  Let me stute, for a moment, the
convorse, or opposite of their proposition.  Sup-
pose it were 1o be claimed that no one should be
wllowed to go into this puvhic territory, unless he
carried one or more sluves with Lim, it nught then
be said, just as gentlemen now tell us, that it
would be “periectly fair, beeause it placed every
man whoe might be inclined to go there on an equal
footing, snd might, by means of having thusa
hl-mugg Lt uE |\np|.||umun. advance the gencrul in-
terest,  Northern men would ut onee, | suppose,
objeet to this arrengement.  Then we should say
to the tn, if you donot like this restriction, let it be
gettled, then, thut every eitizen of the United States
muy go into the common territory sud carry slaves
or pot, Just us he Elm.»s, This would seem to be
a periectly equiteble and fair srrangement. North-
ern men, however, object to thia, and say that they
are not willing to live 1o a territory wlhiere others
own slaves,  Then we of the South say to them
thut we will consent to divide the territory, and
Lt our pessession with slaves to a part of 11, and
nllow them to go at will over the whole, Even to
this they ohject, and insist that they will not sllow
ue to occupy one foot of the ternitory  Remember,
wir, that this very territory was sequired by con-
quest, und that while the” South, according to its
population, would have been required to furnish
orly one-third of the troops, it, in point of fact, did
furnish two-thirds ol the men that made the eon-
quest  And the North, deficieat as 1t was com-
paratively in the struggle, now says that its coo-
sclence, or its cupidity, will not permit us to have
the smullest portion of thet territory.  Why, sir,
this 1s the most impudent proposition that was ever
maintained by and respectable body of men,
=ir, | give the North full eredit for its feelings
in fuvor of liberty, Toan well suppose that North-
ern gentlemen would resist, in the most emphatic
manner, the atiempt to make any man who is now
free w slave; but | regurd them as too intelligent to
believe that humanity, either 1o the slave or_ the
master, requires that they should be pent up within
a territery which, alter a ume, will be insulficient
for thelr subsistence, and where they must perish
trom want, or {rom the collisions that would ocour
between the races. Nor can | suppose that they
thivk it would be mjurnious to New Mexico and
California for our people to go eud settle among
them.  Promivent Northern statesmen, both in
thie House und in the Senate, have described the
population of those territories, and have repre-
senied it a8 being not only inferior to those Indian
tribes that we know most of, viz: the Cherokees
end Choctaws, but as being far below the Flat

Hends, Bleck Feet, and Spake Indians. 1 cannot,
theretore, suppose that they really believe that
these terntories would be injured by having in-
fused wto them such a siate of soclety as produees
such persons s Geerge Washington, John Mar-
shill, sud thousands of other great snd virtuous
mien, living and dead. Yonr opposition to our right
will be regarded as resting ou the lust for political
power nl}your politicians, or on the rapacity of
your peaple,

The idea that the conquered people should be
permitied o give law 1o the conquerors, is so pre-
vostrrously absurd, that 1 do not wtem 10 argue
it Doubtless these people would be willing, not
culy to_exelude slaveholders, but all other Ameri-
consy i by a eimple vote, they were aliowed to
doso. | may remark fuuﬁer, :ﬂu but for the anti-
savery sgitation, our southern elaveholders would

| the wetien of this House, which has, by

have carned their negroes into the mines of Cali-
fornla in ruch numbers, that | have no doubt but
that the majority there would huve made it
sluveholding State.  We have been d!jlﬁ"l‘d Dflﬁ
chance of this by the Northern WM|Q:I‘I=:’
3 i
votes, repeutedly, from time to time, passed the
Wilmot proviso, so as 1n effect to exclude our -
stitutions, without the actual passage of a law for
that purpose. It 18 a mere furce, therefore, without
Eiving our people time to go into the country, il
they desire to do so, 1o allow the individuals there,
!iy u vote, to exclude a whole class of our eitizens.
bis would imply thet the terntory belonged to
the people there exclumvely, and not to all the
people of the United States.

Compered with this great question, the abolition
of elavery i the District of Columbia is of httle re-
lative moment.  Une «flect, however, of the anti-
slavery mgitation here 18 worthy of a passing no-
tice.  Within the lust two years, since the matter
has become serions, it has seemed not improbable
that the seat of government might be removed
ltom the distnet. As this would be extremely
prejudicial to the interesta of the citizens here,
many of them have so far changed in their
feelings as 10 be willing to allow sla 1o
be nbolished, yielding 1o the force of  the
pressure from the North; besides, so many of
their slaves are from time to time taken away
by the abolitioniste, ns 1o satisly them thut
such property here is almost worthless. A Kreat
nupression wag made on them by the coming in
lust year of n northern ship, nnd its carrying away
seventy elaves at once.  Seeing that there was no
chunee of getting Congress to pass any adequate
law for their protection, as most of the .‘.zatn ave
done, they seem to be forced 1o assent to some ex-
test 1o the northern movement. Sir, it is most
surpteing that the people of the southern States
should huve borae, ymn so litile complaint, the
e of their slaves incurred by the action of the
free States. The constitution of the United Srates
rrovided for the delivery of all such fugitives, and

Congress pasecd an et 1o carry it into effect; but
recently, most, if notfall of the northern States,
hive completely deteated their provisiens, by fore
ndding any one of their citzens 10 asd in the exe-
cution of the law, under the penalty of fine and
mrprisonment for we long a term usually as five
years. Thete i probably no one legal mind in
any one of the free States which ean re; these
laws as constitutional.  For though the States are
rot bound to le flirmatively in support of
the eonstitution of the United States, yet it 1s clear
that they have no night to pass laws to obstract the
exccution of constitution provisions. Private eiti-
zens are pot bound to be active in the ex-
ccution of the law; but it two or more combine
to prevent the execution of any law, they are sube
et to indietment for conspiracy, in all countries
where the common law doctrines prevail. [f the
severnl States rightiully lt‘%il-l.l? to defeat
the action of Congress, they m t thereby com-
I:nly nallily most of it laws. ln this particular
such has been the result; for though the
master (s allowed to go_and get his negro if he
can, yet, in point of fact, it e well known that the
free negroes, abolitionists, and other disorderly
persons, acting under the countenance and autno-
rity of the State laws, are able usually to over.
power the master and prevent his recapture.

The extent of the loss to the South may be un.
derstood from the fact, that the number of ranaway
slaves now in the North is stated as being thirty
thousand—worth, at present prices, little sort of
fitteen millions of doilare. Suppose that amount
of property was taken away from the North by
the Southern Sates acting agawmst the constity.
tion, what complaint wou not be'—what
memoriale, remonstrances,} ud'T: islative resolu-
tions would come down upon us!  How would this
hall l.; mirdh:rhh lobby members, W‘“ here 10
prese their claims upon t‘onﬂ:no‘ Sir, man
of the border counties in the slaveholding ."inte:
have been cbiiged to give up their slaves almost
entirely. It was stated in the newspapers the other
day, that a few counties named in Maryland, had,

Bt oot o o e oo
won co a , lost one hu ] san
lars wo slaves. A gentleman of the hi;he“u

standiog, from Delaware, assuted me the ether

day that that little State lost, each year, at least that

vame of such iy in the same way. A hundred

thoussnd ra is n heavy tax to be levied on a
the abolitionists.

wngle rmmmfiﬁ:’? o
Sapy A propor. en was inflicied
the .\‘mru States. How would Mt-nhum“u
bear the joss annunily of one milhon one hundred
thowsand dollars, not only hﬁ:-ld without law,
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rm carrying free negro servants to Ch -
Lhis whole setion, on the of the North is
‘coustitution, but seems
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net only in vielition of
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(e | formerly Tiad

free negroes to come among them, on pain of im-
prisenment, &e. 1t cannot ve a desire to liberate
sluves, breuvse they have never to my knowledge,
sitempted 1o steal negroes from Cuba or Brazil, 1tis
irue, however, that huviag the right now to come
smong us both by land and water, they have greater
wiventages aud iminunities, Forit ey weat into
u foreiyn uuuuny,lhe{.wuuld incur ihe risk of being
=hot or hanzed, £a robbers and pirates ususlly are.
sir, if any evils have growa oot of the existence
of slavery, they have not, at least, affected the
North. Duriog the duys of the slave trade, whish
oecasion to remark) was oo
tuued down 1o 1805 by New Englond votes in the
cenvention, the Northern shipowners realized
large profits by purchasing negroes on the const of
Alrica at thiny or forty dollars per head, and sell-
iz them o Southern planters for several hundred
dollars. The bringing 10 of these slaves cansed
lurge tracts of the Southern country, too unhealthy
to have been cleared by white men, to be brought
under profitable cultivation, The price of cotton
has thereby been brought down from fifty to ten,
and even five cents per pound. An lminense
smount_of cupitul and labor is employed prolit-
ably in its manufacture at the North. In ['.r?l.md,
_itl#o, not less than six hundred millions of dollars
1s thus mvested, and a vutrpu;mlauun exists by
being employed in the manufacture. It is as: o
tained thut at least five millions of white peisous,
in Lurope and in this esantry, get their employ-
ment, sre fed, ond exist, on’ the manuiacture of
cotton alone.  The cheap Sominern production of
the raw material not only 13 the means of thus
Iving subsistence 1o a great portion of the popu-
ation of this country and Europe, but is ¢lothieg
the world at a cheap rate  la addition to cotton,
nee, sugsr, eoffee, tobaceo, end varibus tropical
preductions are supplied at a cheap rate, for nor-
thern consumption.  On the other hand, our slaves
seldom eome in competition with Northern labor,
and sre good consumers of its productions. While
the North hus derived these grest advantages,
the negroes themselves have not been sufierers.
Their condition not oply compures most ad-
vantpgeously with thig of the laboring popula-
tien of the world, but is 1n advanee of the position
they huve been able, at any time, to occupy at
bhome. The researches of Gliddon and octher
entiguarians show that four thousand years ago
m Afnea they were elaves, and as black as
they now sre. Since thenm, m that covatry,
where they were placed by Providence, nund
where, from their ﬁwcullu eunstitution, they en-
oy the best health, they have existed only as
veveges. They are there continually made slaves
of by the men of more intelligent and enterpr-
sing races. Nor huve they ever gotten out of
the tropical purts of Afriea, except when they
were carned as merchandise. It remains to be
proved, however, yet to the world, that the negro,
nuy more than t‘xe horse, oen permanently exist,
in i state of treedom, out of the tropieal regions.
Their decuy at the North, us well as other circum-
stances which | have not time to detail, are adverse
to the proposition.  And yet, #ir, the journals o
the Nerth, while they den{ that the French and
the Germans, the mest enlightened of the conu-
nental pations of Lurope, are capable of freedom,
stoutly maintamn that the negro 1s—the urgro who
hus never enywhere, when left to himself, gotten
up 1o the respectable state of barbansm which all
other races have attained, not even excepting

our Indiuns in Mexico and Peru.

While the people of the northern States and the
negroes have been benefitted, 1 am not prepared to
admit that the South (if injured at all) has suflered
as FM“I}!" suppoerd. The mflox of foreign emi-
gronts, end some other circumstances to which I
will presently ndvert, have, in some respects put
the North greatly ahead. Bat 1f you deduct the
foreign population, which goes chietly to the North
—the little we get not_bemng equal to that portion
of our own people who go to the northwestern
States—if ipu deduet s, lnur. it will be found
that the white population of all the slaveholding
Stutes has increased faster than that of the free
States. Owing to the comfortable condition of
our population, 1f there had been no emigration
from ubroad, the descendants of our pottion of the
Ameticon white furly would be more numerous
thun the porthern.  Nor g1t true that we are the
poorer : on the contrary, if we are to take the valo-
ations of property in the different States, as assess-
ed by the public officers, it ‘l;IP"‘-'Z" that the slave-
holdipg Swtes are much richer in propertion to
their population than the free. Even If you ex-
clude the pegroes us property, and count them in
the population, it appears that the citizens of Vir-
giniu—the oldest ol the sluve States—are richer,
{rr head, than the citizens of any one of the fres
States, It will pleo appear that the slaveholding
States have vastly less erism and erime than
the northern Siutes. )Ling, therefore, at all
these diflerent elements, viz . greater increase
population, more wealth, and less poverty an

crime, we have reason to regard our people as
progperons and happy.

s, 1 have not, for want of ume, gone into de-
tails on these points, but contented mywself with
the statement of those general views which every
candid hopuirer will, | wm flad to be true.
I do not seek 10 make comparisons that might be
veguided as invidious, unless bi m\f of defence

2 habitual s # onus; but [ regard it as
right to say, on this occasion, that whether consi-
dered with reference 1o the p‘yllcnl comiort of the
people, ora high state of public and private mo-
rale, rfltumi sense of honor, and of all generous
¢ moul.ml,' I huve no reason to believe that a higher
state of civilization either now exists elsewhere,
or has existed at any tine 1o the past, than 1 pre-
sented by the southern States of the Union.

When we look to loreign countries, these views
wre confirmed and sustained. Brazil, with & po-
pulation of two slaves to one freeman, is the most
prosperovs of the South American States, and the
only one which has a stable political system.
Cuba is greatly in advance of the other West lndia

islunds, though St 1 and Jamaica opee
equalied her before the emancipation of their
slaves. Resides the expense of maintaming her

government at home, Cuba puys Spain o revenne
of nearly fourteen milhons. 18 13 A greater sum
for her lstion than two hundred millions would
be for the United Siutes.  Could our prople, in ad-
dition 1o the expense of our State governments, y
#1x times as much as the the federal goverament

ever lnl ruised by impost and taxes ! That Caba
should be able to bear this burden and still r
1# evidenee of the high productiveness of the
tem, In spite, however, of these great fac

' t . ta, which
ought to strike all impartial minds, the course of

the North has been constant! miv:d on this
cotem-
.

qunm-l‘d;l‘h: “c:l'dl:'mee of 1 qe

ouely with the constitution terri-
ory north of the Ohuo fice, and ol thet aor o
the river slavebolding, giving the North than
half of .u_a:-‘ u:':uu territory.  When D:i.u..
was wired, slavery Ptld egally exist in

part :ﬁ:. The State Miﬂill!ul‘l;:d“:
republican eonstity come into the
Lnion, but the Nor “her application.
Though her constitution sgnising slavery was
|muu.:ly like those of & majority of the old States,
yet »

nﬂx‘n%:ll mmmmnt pr-.u;':iﬂr.' be-
nunL,. T im ope branch of Con.
I!m her admission, unur i

act of O that no other
T ui:i'&!;s'h?x 0. Dy llrt
it ane, South only ternitory for
& single State, (Azn ) they acquired -.-3.,&
n extent to make ten or marursmn. Now,

r former sucerss, and having
become relatively stronger, they claim the whole
ol the terntory

Should we give way, what is to be the result !
Cabfornia, Uregon, New Mexico, Deseret, and
Mingesota, will come into L'nion in less than
five years, giving the North a clear majority of
n}: or fifteen votes l:" Stlnll; The eensus of
the coming year will, under the new apportion.

. arly two to one i this House,

-

to be purely w
Wit our slaves smong them ;
vnly make no 8 e proyision m "
but, in fact, in many of the States, have forbidden

wm. ve them ne
Vith controlling majorities in both
branche notat onee, by act of Congress,
ubolish &m in the States? Mr. Adams, whe,
in his day, N opinion_on this
f::‘i'-' said that there were twenty provisions of
constitution, which, under ecrain cireum-
stances, would give Congress the power. Would

nol thi find the power, as ecasily as the

Rave Gone [ theie Suase Liagicletare, whore (he)
have ¢ te sway to the provision of the
constitution for the of tagitive slaves !
Have not inen politicians, of the
highest positions and the greatest influence, whose

vames are well knowa to all gentlemen on this
floor, already dec | that there is nothing in the
constitution of the 'nited States which s
or ought to obstruet the nbolition of slavery, by
Congress, in the States! Su , however,
this # not oecur, in twenly years or le

without new seqmisitions of terntory, they wou

get the power, by & in of new free States,
to amend the m-ﬁu"-il that purpose. Dt

T

Illntre loumhl. wir, that lllihﬂl';vd ter.
titory w madge. pext
Pre tal election, we shall get that part of
Mexico which lies nlong y a8 far as Vera

Cruz : and from which, 1
refitable employment of slave
Er_ excluded, nevertheless,
yprinciple that llner;o not
uten. Conceding, however, that | am wrong
in both ¥ tions, and that C
would perther violate the constitution Ju annu
it thus, what are we to expect! Slavery is
to be kept, they say, where it now is; and we
are 1o be umﬂdp‘ with free States. e
States not only prohibit the introduction of slaves,
but aleo of free pegroes mto their borders. Of
course the whole lntion is 10 be hete.
lltrrcwlndinlhrlmrur';o{ the present fifieen
slave States. That population twenty-five
enrs will smount to seven or eight millions, and
flty years to Gfteen millions.  However .Jrnn
k«- mnw‘. o the negroes mﬂm
gotten away, weal portion
-hn.ﬁﬁ.mﬁ mﬁ:ﬂe?
“m tr e terrilory. candi-
tic.'l!':l Sonth wonld, for a time, be that of Ire.
las the rem-

well suited to the

Sdoption of the
ion of t

be.rl!radad in

d, and soom, by the destruction of

nants of the white pojulation, become that of St
Domivgo. There are those now living who
would probubly see this state of things; but it
would te certain to overtake onur t.-inilarlgn or
crandchildren. These faets are stanng ue in the
(vee as distinetly as the sun 1A the heavens at
weopduy. Northern men not oaly admit it, but con-
stantly 1 their public speechrs avow it 1o be their
purpoee Lo prnd‘uce this very state of things If
we express ularm at the prospect, they seek to
sinure us with eulopies on the blesdngs of the
Federnl Union, nnd ask us 1o be still for a time,
They do well, tor it is true that eommumnies have
usuully been destroyed by movements which,
the begimning, inflicted no immediate injury, and
which were therefore acquieseed in till they nad
progressed too far to be resisted.  They have, too,
coustant exumple s in the cepduct of brute animals,
that do not struggle agaiuet evils until they begin

to feel puin. Tﬁ: are doubtless, 1o, encouraged
10 hope tor cur submission on account of our ac-
quiescence under their former wrongs, They

know that the evils already inflicted on vs, to
which 1 have referred, greatly exceed in amount
any injury that Great Bntuon attempted when she
drove the colonies into resistance, lesides, sir,
their nggressions have mfinitely less show of eon-

situtionel right or color of nutural g‘uuuce. Rt
what they vow propose is too palpable even for
our Southern generosity. I, after having bren
free for seventy years, the Southern States were
to consent to be thus degraded and enslaved, io-
stead of the pity, they would meet the acorn and
coutemmpt of the umverse. The men of this gene-
ration, who would be responible, ought to be
whijped through their fields by their owa negroes

I thatk God that there is no one in my district that
Ltk #o meanly of, as to believe that he would
pot resdily come mto whatever movement might
be necessary for the protection of our rights and
Liberty. 1 tell Northern g:mlx-_mrn, who are in
hopes 1het the Seuth will be divided, that we shall
not huve hall #s many traitors to hang as we did
tories in the revoluuon, _

i gentlemen menn that the Union, upon the
principles of the constitution, is desirable, I will
not controvert that opinion. Bat the Union never
could have been formed without the written con-
stitution. Bo, if you now, by your aetion, practis
cally destroy the constitution, those inyured, i able
to rexist, will not submit. That instrument was or-
dained, 1 1ts own language, to “establizh justice,
insure domestie tranquillity, and secure the bless-
ings of Liberty™ 1o ull parties to it—pamely, the
freemen of the Union.  If, therefore, under its
form, groes injuetice is done, wsurrections exeited,
end the citizens of part of the States politically en-
slaved, then the Union ought not to stand, as un in-
strument of wrong and oppression.

There is throughout the Suuth a strong attach-
ment 1o the Union of the Stutes. This sentunent
rests not 20 much upon any calculations of terest
s on historic asgcciutions snd the recolleetions of
common anceetrul struggles and triumphs.  Our
people take a pride in the name of the United
Stutex, and in being members of a great_republic
thut furnishes a cheering example to the friends of
hiberty throughout the world. But the eveats of the
last few years are ramdly wcakrnlnmhil feeling.
Seeing that there sppeared to be a settled purpose 1n
the North to put them to the wall, many of our peo-
ple, regarding & dissolution of the Union us the in-
evituble result of this aggression, have looked for-
ward to the consequences of such a state of lmng:.

1 will tell Northern gentlemen, in the hope that
many of them are not yet past the point of reason
what is the view presented in prospect to many
the highest intellects in the South. It is well
known thet the existing revenue system operates
hardly on the South and the West. The govern-
ment raiges upwards of thirty millions annually by
a duty or taz upon imports. But this system acts
very ucequilly on the different sections of the
country. For illustration of the opera-
tion, 1 will take u single article. Railroad iron is
Erodueed in En at #o cheap a rate, that it can

e brought to this country and sold, we may say,
for $40 perton. 'T'hisis much cheaper than our
people can afford to make 1t at. They therefore
stk the government to require the payiient of §20

ton by vy of duty he importer, therefore,
nstead of « lmg for §40 per ten, must uk‘r.ﬂ, to
reimb hume« i for what he has paid out sbroad,
and to the government. B\'rerrrm therefore,
in the United States, who purchases ralroad iron,
hes to pay §20 more for each ton. There are,

ever, some advantages to counterbalance this
loes. In the first place, some of our people, finding
that they can make a rmhl by selling railroad iron

m lg;{q mm.e::p% n the mnaufwwmlh::{ thus

hile so engaged per-
song consume the produce of fhe armery Lng

othere, and thus make a home market for agricul-
twral productions,  We see, however, that the loss
of 20 per ten falls on all those in any part of the
United States whomay cansume the iron.  Bat the
benefit is cenfined to those persons who are en-
pogrd in woking iron, and those who live so near
them that ey ean conveniently get their produce
to the fuctorier. In fact, this sort of manufactur-
h':mte ::llll.heausrnl' — in, and
perhaps o few other ies. my constitu-
mi: can lao more ug{ Mnmfnmu_ u rl:. ol ‘I’en-

sylvania for iron it their
.ﬁ.n they could the lilh"mmnun. m
therefore, 1o cur advantoge, as me must pay for it
in °".,|¢"g',° t 111;: im:.dat \;rh lowest l'iulte. iﬁ U
true e Southern estern peojle generally.
Thus illustrates the effect of our rﬁr:mnerwd pr{»
tective system. The b 18 difiused over the
whole country, but the be 18 limited to the ma-
nulacturers, nnd to s who reside #o near
us to have 1Lrn3‘y a better market; very lintle more
than one-third of the Union gets the beaefit of the
system, in exclusion mainly of the South and West,
It is not to measure the precise extent of
this burden. [t has been estimated that two-thirds
of all the articles which would, if ; be
subject to a duty, are produced in United
Steiee. To return, for reaoy il y 10 the
cese of railroad iron. I two of every three tons
of iron comsumed in the United States were made
tollow that the person

in this cnumz. it would
those three tons of iron, while he

who consume
twenty dollars to the government on the ton
imported, mwf forty dollars to the home
mn-'cl‘-ctll:l::ll :h | i'I:e lived nhf:r- from the man-
u'meturer e could not n W it
wogl'olkmllnl.in fa «.ﬁﬁo he the gov-
ernment but twenty d he wonld lose sixty
mself on account of the dut{. . When, there-
3 ment gets, as it is doing, thirty-
three mi of s revenue, the whole burden
10 the consumers of country wi be one hun-
dred mﬂwaf&o{hﬂ; of this amount, the South
nye, acc to ite population Coasumitiog
I'(-ﬂf millions of dollare. This m;ﬂ thiak 100 low
in laet. 1n the Patent Office report, made 1o the Just
session of CQEn-. (the lnst one ;;:blhhcd.) itis
stated by the Commissioner, Mr. Burke, a north-
rra man, that the annual value of articles mann-
fnctured in the United States, is five hnodred and
fifr l:’ull_lau of id“u.“wul; I8 mn-mrh:t dn:; not
inciude ron, sait, Fugar, wooi, t roducts
of fisheries, nd other Articles on which & duty is
collected ; adding , #wells the amount to
neatly seven Lundred millions. Car imports for
that year were upusnally large, on account of the
famine a . New _el;:!\l.:.u the articles im-
rorted, on which a duty is ted, inclading the
above omitted in the statement of manufactures,
are in value 0:13 hundred and eleven millions
one hundred our thousand three hundred
and fifteen doliare. [t thus appears that the amount
menufactared in lbs country, is more than six
times that imporied. It is not pretended, how-
ever, that this comparison uffords a proper measare
of the amount of the burden which couatry
may sustain ; and that while it pa the gov-
erument thirty Ahree it pays twe hn’:vll
to the manulacturers indirecily, the making
the whole loss to consumers, in_the first instanes,
lions. Some few

wo I::.ndrr& and 1 m B

articles are manu here as ¢ ast
ean be elsewhere ; and & large nunhzr. u'ﬂ’.
pluces where they are s are cheaper to the
consumer would be the foreign m&clr when
transported there. It w also true, however, that
m A great mn‘nhcuu the consumer even
more the w duty, beeause he is not oaly
obliged to pay it to the manufacturer or refund it
to the importer, but also a OF per ceat on
this duty w each trader through whose hands the
article passes belore it reaches him. la other in-

e the jrice is intermediate between what it
Soukd amount 10 by e nddicen, of . on
on y—

ledge of all thu‘:-en ;ru-

r'nm of aceurnte hl:“'
ere it impessible to determine precisely the effeet
whieh our revenue system md-.-n?bn that it
ir t erful controlling, cannot be de-
nied. government actually raises more than
thirty millions per year by t

duties. The
manufactnrers, who “certainly are interested 1n
selling their productions rather than a

at s
low rate, and who understand their true tntorests,
attach the greatest Lllﬁwe to the tanfl sys-
tem, and attribute to operation effects sven
greater than | \'Ll!ulcd them to be. There
hus been less complaint among consumers, because
the cost of most menufactared articles has been
dlmmshinr from time to time.  This fall of prices,
however, s attributable to the great disco-
veries made during our fn chemistry, mechan-
nm, and the arte ll' rally, by which these arti-
« ].;: are p:odueei. 'l'h much uiwn l‘wilitp.o{ It h'.
ulso attribu comparative re the
world, hlnabt! directed ecapital lldp;rbor. for-
metly e n wars, to industrial purenits.
Hence, t h ¢ it & gradusl redoction of
prices in the United Staten, yet 1t 1 still more strike
g on the other side d.ﬂw Atlantic. In Grest
Britain particularly, an well as 1n certain portions
of the continent, such is the accumulation of eapie

are ut the Jowest possibile rate. We have n right

1o tnke of this state of thy jnst as

::El -na(urehfmm“m
N | 1 i1 ‘nu.r

they used to do, L;lg.n:"l' n:lh - !-:

norihern states, ceem glad to get it cents

| to & duty, she might for a time
o & duty, ehe J

T consequence of our over production
prpradh We have, therefore, & astural nght
to purchase their productions at the lowest rate at
which we can obtain them, 10 couuterbalance the
disadvantage we suffer from the accumulation of &
diflerent kind of cayital and lsbor. To alleviate
this burden, we of tfu- south get back very little in
the form of protegtion. Why, then, have soathsra
men willing to submit 10 a sy-tem 20 unequal
in its ope Because, ns 1 have formerly had
occarion to state, in the convention which made |
the federal constitution thers was a barzain made
between the North and the South, that, provided
they w allow our sluves to be represeated, 0
ermit importation tor a time, and to deliver up
l’ug:lwn. the South would, on its part, ageee that |
a mejority of Congress might have power to pass
navigation on tandl laws — As the gilt of lh:cr\wpt
under the circumstances necessarily implied that i
1t wes to be exercised, we felt jhound 1n hooor to
acqulesce 1 the action of the majonty, Beeaase,
inthe second place, protection 1o such extent as
might give our nfant manufactares a fair start, |
wis calen to advance the iuterest of the na- |
tion ue & whole, thoagh for the tme it might bear
hardiy on us. Aud because, thirdly, that we hoped
that I{m eouthern staiea would, after a time, get to
manufacturing themselves, as their interest re-
quited them to do, and thus escape the barden, 1t
wus thus that gouthern gentlemen, even after the
North had pamnll{l fuiled to puy its share of the
consideration, with great mugnanimity continued
to sustain the system.

The manner of djsbursement 1s also adverse to
our interests.  Of the furty odd millions which the
government purposcs to disburse this yearyl do
not believe that five millons will in any wa
expended in all the slavehoiding Siates.  North
Carolipa, for example, is burdened to the extent
of not less than three millicus, and yet does not
get buek one hundred thousand dollurs 1n any way
from the government. The clear loss in a pecu-
ninry point of view, on account of the action of
the government, may be set down at three mil-
lionsg apnually, The southern Swutes geaerally
are 1o the sume situation.

Wnat would be our condition if separated from
the North ! 1tis diffieult to derermine the precise
smount of the exports of the slaveholding Stales,
tecause it is not procticable to arrve at the exact
value fof that portion which is sold to the free
States. But the amount of our leading staples
being pretty well known—1 mean cotton, rice, o=
baceo, suger, &c.—we csn arrrve ! the whole
value of our exports preuy nearly. They cannot
full ghort cf ope hundred and thm{ millions of
dollars, and this year, perhaps, considerably ex.
ceed that sum. This 15 nearly as much as the
whole of the exports of the United Stut=s to foreign
countriea. 1t aust be remembered, however, that
though the free States furnish I:m of otr expurts,
y¢ 1 thut which they do aflord is scarcely so much
o4 the portion of our own products which goes to
them for consumption. If, therefore, we were
separated, our whole exports to_the North and to
foreign countries generally, would be equal to that
sum. Of course we should import as much, and
m fnet do at this time consume as much. A duty
of thuty per cent on these imports (and most of
the rates of the present tanff law are higher) would
yitld a revenue of nearly forty milhons of dollars.
Asthe prices of almost all manufactured articles
are regulnted by the production of the great work-
shops of Europe, where the accumulation of ¢api-
tal snd labo:'w:ﬂqu down preduction to the Jow-
est poesible rates, 1 hnve no doubt but that sum
would be raised ;!thuut any material increase of-
the prices which our citizens now pay. We
uught therefore expend as much as the govern-
ment of the United States ever did 1a tume of peace
up to the hfgllnlll% of General Jackson’s udmi-
nistration, and stll have on haad twenty-tice mil-
lions of dollurs to devete to the muking “railroads,
opening our bors and rivers, sud for other do-
mestic purposes. Ur, by m“ only a twenty

wer cent duty, which the Northern manufacturers
}olznd rumous to t;n_ﬁ‘m. as th s::-’,blilldPl' Mr.
Clay's compr-mize bill, we shov able to ra‘se
w::e twenty-five millions of dollars. Half of
sun would be sufficient for the support ol onr
anny, navy, and civil Igmremmem. e residue
might be devoted to the makng of all such im-
provements as we are now in want of, and espe-
clly checkering our eountry over with railroads.
Subjecting the goods ot the North to a daty, with
those from other foreign cnllnlrlu.'uuhhtonee{l‘\:e
a powerful stunuluz to our own manufactures. "
have alteady suflicient capital for the purpose.
But, 11 needed, it would ccme in from abroad.
Englieh capitulista huve Belgium with fac-
tories. Why did this occur? cause

ruy mivme Were cienpei there and taxes lower thaa
[ England. The same motives would briag them
into the Seuthern country, since both the reasons
nesigned are much stronger in our case. It has
alrew{ been proved that we can manufacture
#ome kirds of goods more cheaply than the North.

In New England, teo, o to her deficient
culture, :‘Eﬂ‘! thing mnoml to  manufa
up 10 & poiat

turing, and stem 18 stramed

whl:ﬁ is nneﬂ:fednmth great social disadvar

B0 g 10 e population. In the South, it nee
ot be so. The climate and soil are very favorable
tw sgneultural pursuita. Our slaves might be
chictly occupied on the farms, while the poorer
cluss of our white population, and a portian of our
females, be advantageously e ed in
manufacturing. We should thus have that diver-
#ity 1n our pursuits which is most conducive to the
prosperity and happiness of a people

Our carrying trade would pr
be in the s of the Engl
This, however, would not be
tage, smee northern owners now charge as
n;’cﬁ for freight :_;l?ren New \l‘.;rk end New
Orleans, as tl [ or carry t o Canton,
on the Oﬂ'lillu’lld! olrlln .II:'be. The whole
amount of the freight on southern productions,
received by the northern owners, has, on a
minute calculation, been set down at forty millions
one hundred and ﬂgh?-m thousand seven hun-
died and twenty-eight dollars (§40,156,723 ) The
whole value which the N Tives from s
southern conpection, has been estimated, by some
prreons most familiar with these statist nowa.t more
thun eighty-eight millions of dollars. Whoever
looks into the condition of the different Stutes prior
1o the formation of J and compares it
with their situntion at_first, under low duties, up
to the war and tantl’ of Iuhl‘md ith successors,
highly protective os they have been, will tind the
fucts fully swstaining the :mel I have ex.
pressed.  Northern writers of elementary bookw,
mude for school-children, ‘ol course, represcat
things differently, and deceive the ;ueicu and ig-
noran’. 1oug on thepe points have been
settled for a long while past, though | have not
heretofore been ina pe l.u-awban 1 thought I
could exert uny mnpﬁ‘:g tnfluence, or effect any
desirable obseet, by giving utterance to them.

In throwing out views, Mr. Chairman, 1
heve not scught the utmost degree of precision,
but I have no doubt Lut that all the facts will be
fovnd, on examination, not less favorable to my
conclusions than | have stated them. My pur-
pose, now, 18 simply to present to northern grn-
temen such general views as are likely now to be
adopted by the SBouth. Your eonrse of ion 18
nmadyaruyiu’ummnlldnb ent minds of
the South—men :::h intellect, aud higher patri-
otlsm, whose utter inditlerence to ull persoaal con-
siderations will make them, in the of my
elequent friend from Georgin, (Mr. Toombe,) * de-
MBQ“ all they have Mkl‘!'l‘l::rf ;r&::llhurnu-"'

1 gentiemen spen e di of maky
the boundary ;: and the eondinon of the tmrd:g
States of Maryland and Kentucky are particularly
referred to.  Usdoubtedly, each State would
have the right to determmne for itself to which
section of the conledersey it would belong. If
these twe Siates were 1o unite with the North,
then, u= 1t would not be possble for them to change
their eondition immeaiately with respect to slave-
1y, if they ever did, they would, for many years at

'y. for a time,
ieh and other foreigners.
to our disadvane

least, form a barrier the aggre of the
free States, until, in shott, :e South would have
become oo great and powerful to need such nid,

1 tuke ity however, that thewr 1oterest would lead
them 1o *r an association with the South,
With reference 1o fugitive slaves, Maryland
would not be materially worse off than | have
shown her 1o be, if ehe were not, in fact, less
molested. _r‘l‘hﬂ:‘ would, huwg-r. be im.‘ gre.
countervaili vantages # 1% in advance
:’fldmm;l t.{f Sm{l)n;::"uu. ]

& duty en Northern imports would give
her, for the time, better prices on euch thy ll-
now come from the North. Baltimore would, per-
hape, trom its considerable mize and its ¢ &

come the New York of the South. New York
st at once love more than half its fi
Chatleston and New Orleans would

l]!v. The Like might occur to the cities of V.
-ven the little towns on the eastern

own State would more than recover
which they had prior 1o the war
wrifl of 1516 northern tier of counties in
Kentueky would perhaps be obliged to remove their

slaves to the South. Dt m"ﬁ-h‘n
South X

ndvant n the eh y

land. Kentucky sujpiies e South with live
ton great extent; but she has to encounter the
competition of Uhio northwestern States.
If the productivos of w:u -im;ul:
w't;e- 1wo States

gis

]
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the trade. | wo

it | supposed that the
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Briush tried that in 1813, but found Asdrew Jack-
son and some of the southwestern militiamen 18
the way. lo the thirty. five years that have since
paesed, those States bave become populous aa;
strong, and would doubtless beable to protect their
waters from nggression. The southera States
having now & free populatioa of six willions, aad
preduciog in suceession such 1ers as Washiag-
ton, Ja:l.- m:.fwf t, und Taylor, need have uno
serivus lears re Kguression.

1 submnt ae, lhm',"ﬂr%huirmu, calmly to
northern gentlemen, that they had better make up
their minds to give us at onee a fair s#ttlement; not
cheatus by a mure empty form, without rul.l‘:’.
but give something substantial for the South, e
might scquiesee in the Missouri compromise line
1 &-Twuld wdividuully preter, under all the eire
stunees, giving up]nhr whole of California, prov
we could have all on tiis side of 11, up 1o about the
parallel of 10 deg., not far from the northern line of
the Swre of Missapri, rather than its soathern—
96 deg. 30 min.  We would thus, by getting the
whole of New Mexico, and huw.ubthn mouatain
chain und desert on the west, oblain a proper
frontier. We might then acquire, at some future
day, whether vntied or divided, pessession of the
country along the Gull i Mexico, well suited to be

oceupied by our slave population. 1 mean, sir,
thiet no restnetion ought to be imposed by Congreas
on this territory, but that after it has heen laft open

to all classes for a proper period, the majority may
then, when they make a Smte constitution, deter- »
mine for themselves whether they will Eﬂml
tlavery or not.  The South will acquiesce in any
ressoneble settlrment. ;
But when we ask for justice, and to be let al
we are met by the senseless and insane ery
“Upiop, ugion!” Sir, 1 am di ed with it.
When it comes from northern gentlemen who are
nttacking us, 1t fulls on my ear as it would.dof &
bund of robb surrounded o _dwelling, and
when the inmates attempted to resist, the assail~
ants shonld raisg the ghout of “Peace—union—
harmony!” 1f they will do ulg:moe we_do not
need their lectures. As long us they nf:_ne it, their
declarations seem m le, hypocritical cant.
‘When these things come from southern men, I
have even lees respect for them. Liven the most
cowardly men, when threatened with personal in-
Jury, do not usually arnounce in advance that they
mean to submit to ull the cpastisement which an
adversary m‘cimueloln ict, And those persons
who, secing the aggressive attitude of the North,
and 1ts numerical power, in advance that
for their parts they intend to submit 1o whatever
the majority may do, ure taking the best course
to sid our assailants, peed not wonder if the
country regards them us enemies of the South.
northern gentlemen will do us justice on t
great question, we may consent 1o subinit to lesser
evils, We may acquirsce in a most oppresai
revenue gystem. We may tolerate a most aaeq
distnibution of the public expenditures, We may
bear the loss of our fugiuve slaves, incurred be-
ceuse the legislatures ol the no States have
nullified an cssentinl frovision of the coustitution,
without which the Union not hive beea
formed, because mere pe y conside
are not controlling with us. We may even permit
such portions of the northera people as are desti-
tute of proper selli-respeet, to send up here occa-
sionally representatives whuse sole business seems
to be to irritate as much as possible southern feel-
and pander to the prejudices of the worst
m'hu northern community. We may allow that
the northern States shall keep up and foster in their
bosoms iton societies, whose main l:urpt:m is
1o scatter firebrunds throughout the South, to ia-
cite pervile iusurrections, and stimulate, by licen-
tious pictures, our negroes to invade ersons
of our winte women. Bat if, in ton o
ull these wrongs and insalts, you wntend to de-
vrude and utterly ruin the South, then we doa't go
it. We do notiove ”"’,f:o“h of the North, well
encugh to become your slaves. God has given us
the power and tne will to resist. Ouar f § ag-
quired our liberty Im the sword, and with it, at
every hazard, we will muintain 1t But before re-
sorting to that wstrument, 1 hold that all constita-
tonal means should be exbausted. mr, a
wise provieien of providence, orce is
required to resist an attack than to make it. The

copstitution of the United Stutes bus been well
framed on principles. While, therefere, a
8 meagure, u:;hh

majority is necessary to pass
oﬁhg {nembenmly demand the yeas and nays.
In spite, therefore, of any chanye of rule which
8 this constitu-

the majority can muke us lo

tional provision stands, n uino.ﬂtyol one-fifth or
more, if firm, und sustuined by the people at home,
can stop the wheels of the government. If it 1s
ascertained that no proper set can

of the terntorial question, 1t would be the
power of southern members to defeat all the

approprinion Mills, and bring the rmmeat to
.".f:‘.’a hlt, Perhaps 1t niight be w&?_{:m such
nhcnp lg' nmb!b-qn “cllj;ml ; for I wea .“ﬂﬂﬁ*'xi.‘
at when the civil nod diplomauc approgriation b

the territorities, &
m gentlemen resolved to dﬁu
other business by constantly call
ing for the yeus and nays, if they did not succeed
in siriking out that amendment. 1 recoliect per-
tectly, that while | was pressing n Peansylvania
member to vote n‘gmn striking out that emend-
ment, which was ﬁuhlg motton, a mamber of
lu{h etanding from Muassachusetts said to me,
“You need not give yoursell any trouble ubout
this nmtter; if we do not succeed in ¢ ing i,
we ehall prevent its adoption by having the yeas
and usys on motions to adjourn, and cdbofih
House, till the end of the session.” From similar
declarations made to me by a number of northera
rnurmn. us | went through the House, | had no
oubt but that, as he smd, enough had sgreed to
have enabled them 1o eflect their purpose, if the
motion 1o change the of :ﬁ amendmeat
had failed. It is not long since, too, that another
citizen of Massachusetta [Mr. John Davis] de-
feated the two million bull thea pending in the
Senate, by speaking tll the end of the session.
Asnorthern gentlemen have, therefore, been ace
customed to 1his mode of resistanece 10 such mea-
sures as they do not ike, | take it that they would
hardly comslua of thie kind of retalintion.
1 tell emen that, if we cannot 1 advance
ta fuir settlement of this question, | should be

pleased #ce the evil and diplomatic bill, the
army and pavy tll, and wll other it
full.” We should thereby snake eve iger
every e xpe ctant of publie money directly interes

in having justice done to the Bouth, [t w

fur better 10 heve this temporary inconvenience for

& yeer or iwe, than that we wee a ¥
I hold it to be

:jc‘;.':umm‘:' or mlhm worse.
uty eve #O o re BENTul v ‘0“
bere and wﬂul? tll the close r{. our Illﬂc:nl term,
the passuge of any measures that ht tend to
foree our prnl;l: 10 unjust submission. [ the mean
time the southern States could, in convention, tnke
such steps ss might be necessary to assert thele
I.;ht 1o & shore 1n the publie urruurﬂ. If this 1a-
FIvEnum were 10 conlinue might drive
boih sectivus 10 make m-'-".f' ramenta, to
Ini-u me ;jrmnuudt ones in the end.
Wit s advised, in certain portions of the norta-
ern press, that the llPﬁfl"pﬁDQ that :::'lu
ought to expel such ae wterrupt their woceedings.
Let them try the expeniment. | te utleinea,
that this is wur slaveholding territory. %’e do not
intend to leave st If they thiok they can remove
us, itis o proper case for trinl.  In the present tems
per of the public mund, it s probabie that a colli-
Fon e kind here might clectrily the country,
us did the little skirmish at Lexington the o4
in their then excited stute. Such a » who-
ever might prove the vietors o it, would not leave
hrﬁr h. G vrum lho 1:: bumr:.*‘ Gentlrmoa may
call this trenson—high treason highest treason
that the world ever 2-'. Hut their words are idie.
We shal defeat their movement against us.  Dat
evenif | lnrlu%bl_ rwise, | would sull resst.
Sooner than submit to what t . 1 woald
1ather pee the Seuth, like | under the iron
heel of the eonque I w
should find the fsie of
It 't;I b&: the ﬂlﬁt day, e
eyen, that the gallant Hungarians asseried their in-
dependence.  Though in the midst of, and strog-
gling sguinst those two immense empires, that
Lou more than a million of armed men 1o
the field, they were successful at ficst in brating
down the power of Austria. [t was not wntll some
of her pons became Linitors that Hungary was faale
Iy overpowered, borne down, and pressed to death
the columns and girannic steeng o of Hosea.
If necessary, let such be vor fate.

o " Better be
Where the extingulahed aus sth! are free,
In lhll:plhlld charnsl of mopyim '
Rather let the futare traveller, ss b hyar
u blackened snd desert waste, 1 ;me:]llﬂ.
** Here lived and died a8 noble a ruce a5 the sun
ever shone upon." 11 we were to wait unul your
mmtndl:' ;::r 'sc;::'m' ted, u:ld ]'Ilmr coul, ke
A8 Conple
then we night be crushed. a.».;’...'fuf E::::t‘. :‘o'
have the wisdom and the covruge to et the ate
tack now, while we have the power to resist, We
muEt prove victors in this lltrx_:lr. 11 we repel the
wave of aggression now, we shall have peace, The
sbolitionists, defeated before the country on the
muin issue, will not have power to malest s,
I have thus, sir, franki xen i
this great question, with :.mrmen:i :-:ﬁum‘ “.. b'l:
only towarn. Gentlemen of the north ought them-
selves to'ln thb:t. while submission to what they
ould be rvinous 1o us, it would not

be bene ,u{"ln their u:t':u. Seel y A

in all its bearings, it 18 tor them o .

| § in theit hands the of )
g o] s gt ]
un'#'m'em' of e m. h.z&‘
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That we shall, u in
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